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WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT
THE BIRDS OF LANCASHIRE?

Test your knowledge of the county’s birds.

All the answers and much more are in the new Birds
of Lancashire & North Merseyside. (If you can’t wait,
they are also at the bottom of this page.)

1. This relatively common resident of southern
European and Russian steppes was last seen
(and shot) in Lancashire in 1858.

2. 2,929 were ‘accounted for’ in one day in 1915
- a British record.

3. Our first was found dead on the tideline at
Morecambe in April 1960, the second hitched a
lift to Liverpool on the Cunard liner Carinthia in
January 1965.

4. Now very scarce in Wales and declining rapidly
everywhere, this wader remains an abundant
breeder in Lancashire, one of its national
strongholds.

5. First recorded in the county in 1968, the first
breeding record was in 1978. It has become much
scarcer since, though not necessarily of its own
choosing.

6. Once a common farmland bird, one of only very
few recent records was found dead at Liverpool’s
Pier Head, probably killed by a Peregrine.

7. Name the four Wheatear species on the
Lancashire list.

8. During the first of two major national ‘invasions’
in 1863, a flock of 15 was seen near Scarisbrick,
feeding on spring oats.

9. Which regularly occurring British shearwater
has not yet been added to the Lancashire list.

10. The first record for Britain & Ireland was shot at
St. Michaels-on-Wyre, way back in the 1860s, but
has not been seen in the county since. Despite its
‘friendly disposition’, another record seems very
unlikely as it heads towards global extinction.

11. First recorded near Rawtenstall in 1917, this
continental native is now well established as a
breeding species in the county.

12. Until 2000, this was a county rarity, requiring a
detailed description. Around 50 pairs are now
breeding in Lancs.
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The long-awaited Birds of Lancashire & North Merseyside will
be published in February 2008 and can now be ordered at the

SPECIAL PRE-PUBLICATION OFFER PRICE OF ONLY £30-00

Offer closes on 01/02/08, when the publication The Lancashire & Cheshire Fauna Society
is then available at the RRP of £40 wishes to acknowledge financial support
- Order Your Copy Now! from the Wildlife Trust for Lancashire,

Manchester & North Merseyside.
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The Birds of Lancashire & North Merseyside

196mm x 264mm hardback with dust jackets.
Cambridge Crown Quarto

460 pages
311 original photos, all taken in the county
105 original line drawings
133 graphs, tables and figures
106 maps

The first book chronicling the county’s
birdlife was F.S. Mitchell’s Birds of
Lancashire published in 1885, revised by H.
Saunders in 1892. The second Birds of
Lancashire was compiled by Clifford Oakes

and published in 1953.

Now, 55 years later, the new Birds of
Lancashire & North Merseyside, edited by
Steve White, Barry McCarthy and Maurice

Jones, is about to go to print.

Mitchell’s and Oakes’s books recorded for
posterity all that was known about
Lancashire’s birds in the late 19th and
mid-20th centuries. This new avifauna
records in great detail the state of the
county’s birds at the beginning of the 21st
century. It will be an indispensable reference
for birders, conservationists and all who are
interested in Lancashire’s birdlife, and will
soon become a much sought after collector’s
edition, as it is restricted to a limited print-

run of only 1,000 copies.

At more than 300,000 words, this book gives
a fully detailed account of the past and
current status of all of the 348 native and
naturalised species recorded in Lancashire
& North Merseyside up to the end of 2005.
Species of uncertain origins, escapes and

exotics are also recorded for reference.

It is printed in full colour and profusely
illustrated throughout, with many original
photographs and line drawings by Steve
Young, Tony Disley and others. Hundreds of
graphs, charts and breeding distribution

maps give further information and additional
chapters detail the main habitats, key
birdwatching sites and history of ornithology

in the county.




